IOC-UNESCO Tsunami Ready - Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
What is Tsunami Ready? 
· Tsunami Ready is a framework for building resilient communities through awareness and preparedness strategies that will save lives from tsunamis.  
· Tsunami Ready is a voluntary, performance-based, community recognition programme that promotes readiness as an active collaboration among national and local warning and emergency management agencies, community leaders and the public.  The main goal is improvement of public safety during tsunami emergencies. 

· Tsunami Ready guidelines establish a standard level of community capability to mitigate, prepare for, and respond to tsunamis.  Communities that meet the guidelines are recognized as Tsunami Ready by IOC-UNESCO
· The IOC-UNESCO Tsunami Ready program was patterned after the US TsunamiReady® programme (2001)
Who is Tsunami Ready For?  

· Coastal communities that are at risk of a tsunami. 

What makes a community Tsunami Ready? 
· Tsunami Hazard Map

· Tsunami awareness programme 

· Signage

· Brochures

· Exercises

· Tsunami Evacuation Map and Plan 

· Emergency Operations Centre during tsunami warnings 
· Multiple ways to receive tsunami warnings 
· Multiple ways disseminate tsunami warnings (for example, phone calls, social media, local media, loudspeakers, sirens).  

Why do we need a Tsunami Ready Programme? 
· Sets minimum standard guidelines for a community to follow for adequate tsunami readiness.  

· Increases public awareness and understanding of the tsunami hazard.  

· Improves community pre-planning for tsunami disasters.  

· Recognizes communities that have met Tsunami Ready guidelines.  

· Encourages consistency in educational materials and response among communities and countries  

Who decides if a community is Tsunami Ready?  

· Oversight of the Tsunami Ready programme is accomplished at the National level by a National Tsunami Ready Board (the Board). In the case of small countries, Small Island Developing States, an IOC-UNESCO ICG Regional Tsunami Ready Board will oversee the recognition process.
· The Board is responsible for changes in community recognition criteria. Proposed criteria changes shall be directed to the Board for action.
· The Board decides if a community has attained Tsunami Ready status. The Board consists of representatives from emergency management, tsunami scientists, and IOC-UNESCO ICG’s
Who do we contact to become a Tsunami Ready Community?  

· Communities should contact their Tsunami National Contact, National Tsunami Warning Centre, or their National Disaster Management Office

· Countries should contact the IOC ICG Technical Secretary or the IOC Tsunami Information Centre for their region.  
Does it cost anything to become a Tsunami Ready Community?  

· There may be costs involved to meet each of the Tsunami Ready guidelines (for example, hazard and evacuation maps, signage, and reception and dissemination communications infrastructure of the local community)
Do we get money for being Tsunami Ready? 
· The IOC does not provide funding to communities. However, participating in this programme may improve positioning to receive donor funds. It is the country and community’s responsibility to obtain funding. 

What are the benefits for being Tsunami Ready? 
· Community is more prepared to save lives.  

· Community contact with experts is increased (emergency managers, researchers, warning center  personnel). 

· Community readiness resource needs are identified.  

· Core infrastructure to support other community concerns is enhanced.  

Where can I get more information on Tsunami Ready? 
· IOC-UNESCO Tsunami Programme web page: http://www.ioc-tsunami.org
· ITIC Tsunami Ready web page: Http://www.tsunamiready-international
 http://itic.ioc-unesco.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&layout=blog&id=2234&Itemid=2758
· IOC Tsunami Information Centres or your country’s Tsunami National Contact 
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