RECOMMENDATION ICG/PTWSXXII-3

SUB-REGIONAL PACIFIC TSUNAMI WARNING AND MITIGATION SYSTEMS:

NORTHWEST PACIFIC, SOUTH CHINA SEA, AND WESTERN PACIFIC MARGINAL SEAS
The Intergovernmental Coordination Group for the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System at its 22nd Session in Guayaquil, Ecuador,

Recalling that Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System (PTWS) covers the Pacific Ocean, the Southern Ocean regions of the Pacific and all attached seas, including the Philippine Sea, East China Sea, Yellow Sea, Sea of Okhotsk, Bering Sea, South China Sea, Java Sea, Arafura Sea, Sulawesi Sea, Mindanao Sea, Sulu Sea, Celebes Sea, Bismarck Sea, Solomon Sea, Coral Sea, and Tasman Sea,

Reaffirming that the Richard H. Hagemeyer Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre (PTWC) is the primary operational centre for the PTWS and the West Coast and Alaska Tsunami Warning Centre (WC/ATWC) is the backup to the PTWC,

Reaffirming further that the Northwest Pacific Tsunami Advisory Center (NWPTAC) operated by the Japan Meteorological Agency (JMA) covers the northwestern Pacific areas for providing regionally-tailored tsunami advisories as a regional center of the PTWS,

Noting that the South China Sea region is threatened by tsunamis generated on the Manila Trench for which dense real-time seismic and sea level networks and data sharing are required,

Encouraging countries of the region to support the required monitoring requirements for issuing timely warnings for local tsunamis, and the further development of national centers and appropriate regional centers to support data and early information sharing to countries of the region to enable them to provide tsunami safety guidance to their coastal populations,

Recalling that the former ICG/ITSU, now ICG/PTWS, during its twentieth session, requested the PTWC and the NWPTAC to provide an interim tsunami advisory service for the South China Sea,

Appreciating highly that, upon the request of the Group, the PTWC, WC/ATWC and NWPTAC started interim tsunami advisory service for the South China Sea in April 2006,

Noting that the IOC Executive Council, during its thirty-ninth session, requested PTWC and NWPTAC to continue to provide interim tsunami advisory information for the South China Sea region, at least until the PTWS-XXII session,

Recognizing that a number of Member States around the South China Sea region expressed their needs for continuation of interim international tsunami advisory service for the region,
Requests that the PTWC, WC/ATWC and NWPTAC continue the interim tsunami advisory service for the South China Sea under the framework of PTWS, and that this service will be reviewed after a sub-regional tsunami warning system for South China Sea has been set up among countries around the South China Sea,

Decides to request that the IOC Executive Council, at its forty-first session to be held in 2008, adopt a Resolution which includes its formal authorization of the interim tsunami advisory service for the South China Sea conducted by the PTWC, WC/ATWC and NWPTAC.

__________________________

Financial Implications: None
