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UN News Centre Press release

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=28742&Cr=tsunami&Cr1=

Pacific Rim countries stage UN-initiated tsunami warning drill

28 October 2008 –The staged tsunami drill, “Exercise Pacific Wave 08,” will involve two days of testing the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System (PTWS) – a UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) established network to promote the exchange of seismic and sea level data for rapid tsunami detection. 

With the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami disaster providing a stark reminder of the need for preparedness, today’s tsunami test will be the second of such exercises, the first conducted in May 2006. 

Member States will be required to make decisions and take preliminary steps short of alerting the public, thus testing current warning systems and helping to identify operational strengths and weaknesses in each country. 

According to the scenario, a powerful earthquake located off Japan’s northeast coast will generate the simulated major tsunami spreading in real time across the entire Pacific, taking 24 hours to reach the coast of South America. 

During this activity, bulletins will be issued by the tsunami advisory and warning centres in Tokyo, Japan and Hawaii and Alaska in the United States, and sent to focal points responsible for tsunami response in the countries concerned. 

While in reality only a subset of countries would be affected by a real-life tsunami, all have been encouraged to take part in the drill as it is the Pacific region that is struck by the most frequent and destructive tsunamis. 

Participants in the tsunami drill include Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cook Islands, Costa Rica, El Salvador, France (French Polynesia and New Caledonia), Nicaragua, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Niue, Peru, Russian Federation, Samoa, Singapore, Republic of Korea, Thailand, the United States, the island of Yap, and the Federation of Micronesia. 

Following the 2004 tsunami, UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) helped countries of the Indian Ocean rim set up their own Tsunami Early Warning System (IOTWS), which was also followed by the creation of similar networks in the Caribbean, and the Mediterranean and Northeast Atlantic Ocean and connected seas. 

New Zealand

Scoopnews.com, “Pacific Wave 08”: International tsunami exercise
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/PO0810/S00436.htm
Media Release 28 October 2008 

“Pacific Wave 08”: International tsunami exercise 

Release: Ministry of Civil Defence and Emergency Management

UNESCO led tsunami exercise, “Pacific Wave 2008” is an opportunity for the Ministry of Civil Defence & Emergency Management to train staff and test its response to Pacific tsunami bulletins. 

The Ministry’s National Operations Manager, David Coetzee, said Ministry duty teams will tomorrow (Wednesday 29 October 2008) train in the National Crisis Management Centre (NCMC) beneath the Beehive. 

“The duty teams will be responding as if an earthquake had occurred off the coast of Japan and had potentially caused a tsunami,” Mr Coetzee said. “Exercise bulletins will be issued from Japan, Alaska and Hawaii. 

“We will have to react to the information in the bulletins by using the decision making procedures that we recently reviewed, and deciding to issue either a national warning or an advisory depending on the risk to New Zealand. 

“Our expectation is that if a national warning is required, we would issue it within 15 minutes of information being received.” 

Tsunami risk management in New Zealand 

The Ministry maintains a 24/7 monitoring and warning system for all hazards, including tsunami. There is a team in the New Zealand Fire Service’s Northern Communication Centre in Auckland whose role is to, 24-hours-a-day, receive national and international information about possible civil defence emergencies and issue immediate warnings or advisories when the information exceeds stated criteria. 

In Wellington, the Ministry has duty teams on call 24-hours-a-day. Their roles include, when necessary, activating the NCMC and immediately focusing on national response activities and working with regional civil defence emergency management (CDEM) agencies. They are also available to advise Northern Communication Centre staff whenever required. 

If, for any reason, the North Communications Centre cannot carry out its CDEM monitoring and warning roles the Wellington-based duty teams take on those tasks. 

Other recent, and continuing, tsunami risk management work includes: 

• a nationwide series of tsunami preparedness seminars aimed at the 16 regional CDEM groups, and local authority planners, consultants and advisers involved in long term community planning and consent processes
• release of the National Tsunami Advisory and Warning Plan
• publication of Mass Evacuation Planning Guidelines
• gazetting of a national standard for tsunami warning and information signage
• research by GNS Science into sources of tsunami and possible impacts on different parts of New Zealand
• GNS Science and LINZ installing sea-level gauges at various locations around the coast
• research into public alerting mechanisms
• ensuring close links between New Zealand and international science agencies that monitor earthquakes and tsunami
• a wide range of mapping, alerting systems and evacuation planning within each of the 16 regional CDEM groups. 

WARNING: No formal warning possible for local tsunami 

It is important that people understand that while formal warnings can be issued for tsunami coming from elsewhere in the Pacific, there is unlikely to be enough time to issue a formal warning if a tsunami was caused by an earthquake near the coast of New Zealand. 

This is true all around the world. If a local undersea earthquake caused a tsunami, the tsunami could arrive within minutes. No warning system anywhere in the world can react that quickly. 

People should know and heed natural warnings. If you are at the coast and you:
• feel a strong earthquake (it is hard to stand up)
• feel a weak earthquake that lasts for a minute or more
• see strange sea behaviour, such as the sea level suddenly rising or falling
• hear the sea making loud or unusual noise or roaring like a jet engine 

then get to high ground or go inland. Do not wait for an official warning. 

Immediately after the Gisborne earthquake last year many people self-evacuated from the town. More recently a fisherman near Christchurch saw the sea behaving in an unusual way and urged people away from the coast. 

“They did exactly the right thing,” Mr Coetzee said. “Thankfully in neither case was a tsunami generated. The next time there might be and people must be prepared.”

Niue

http://www.nieuwsbank.nl/en/2008/10/29/v006.htm
United Nations

Pacific Rim countries stage UN-initiated tsunami warning drill

28 October 2008 - The staged tsunami drill, Exercise Pacific Wave 08, will involve two days of testing the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System (PTWS) a UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) established network to promote the exchange of seismic and sea level data for rapid tsunami detection.

With the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami disaster providing a stark reminder of the need for preparedness, todays tsunami test will be the second of such exercises, the first conducted in May 2006.

Member States will be required to make decisions and take preliminary steps short of alerting the public, thus testing current warning systems and helping to identify operational strengths and weaknesses in each country.

According to the scenario, a powerful earthquake located off Japans northeast coast will generate the simulated major tsunami spreading in real time across the entire Pacific, taking 24 hours to reach the coast of South America.

During this activity, bulletins will be issued by the tsunami advisory and warning centres in Tokyo, Japan and Hawaii and Alaska in the United States, and sent to focal points responsible for tsunami response in the countries concerned.

While in reality only a subset of countries would be affected by a real-life tsunami, all have been encouraged to take part in the drill as it is the Pacific region that is struck by the most frequent and destructive tsunamis.

Participants in the tsunami drill include Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cook Islands, Costa Rica, El Salvador, France (French Polynesia and New Caledonia), Nicaragua, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Niue, Peru, Russian Federation, Samoa, Singapore, Republic of Korea, Thailand, the United States, the island of Yap, and the Federation of Micronesia.

Following the 2004 tsunami, UNESCOs Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) helped countries of the Indian Ocean rim set up their own Tsunami Early Warning System (IOTWS), which was also followed by the creation of similar networks in the Caribbean, and the Mediterranean and Northeast Atlantic Ocean and connecte

Peru

Living in Peru, Peru to take part in UNESCOs three-day Pacific tsunami drill, http://www.livinginperu.com/news-7716-environmentnature-peru-take-part-unescos-three-day-pacific-tsunami-drill
Peru to take part in UNESCOs three-day Pacific tsunami drill

Living in Peru by Israel J. Ruiz
From October 28 - 30, Peru will take part in 'Exercise Pacific Wave', a pre-arranged tsunami scenario to increase preparedness and improve coordination throughout the country.
Organized by UNESCOs Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC), the exercise will simulate a Tsunami Warning situation, requiring Peru to take all preliminary steps short of alerting the public.
According to the scenario, a magnitude-9.2 earthquake will hit off Japan's northeast coast forming a destructive tsunami that will move in real time across the entire Pacific, taking approximately 24 hours to travel to Peru.
UNESCO has affirmed that the purpose of the exercise is to evaluate and improve the effectiveness of the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System (PTWS), its operational Tsunami Warning Centers, and its Member States in responding to a destructive tsunami.
Aside from Peru, UNESCO representatives affirmed that more than 20 countries around the Pacific Rim would participate in the Tsunami Warning and Communication Exercise.
Even though the exercise will not involve populations, it was reported that it would review current warning system procedures and help identify operational strengths and weaknesses in countries such as Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, and Nicaragua among others.
With the objective of promoting the exchange of seismic and sea level data for rapid tsunami detection and analysis, the IOC formed the PTWS.
This was done after a magnitude 9.5 earthquake occurred off the coast of Chile in 1960 and created a mostly un-warned tsunami that caused damage and casualties across the entire Pacific basin, including countries as far away as Japan

Philippines

PHIVOLCS Press Release  
  http://www.phivolcs.dost.gov.ph/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=80&Itemid=1
Tuesday, 28 October 2008

2nd PACIFIC-WIDE TSUNAMI DRILL SET FOR OCTOBER 2008

The Philippines through its two national agencies, Philippine Institute of Volcanology and Seismology (PHIVOLCS) and the Office of Civil Defense (OCD) will join other countries around the Pacific Ocean as participants in a mock tsunami scenario during 28-30 October 2008. The purpose of this Pacific-wide exercise is to increase preparedness, evaluate response capabilities in each country and improve coordination throughout the region.

The exercise, titled Exercise Pacific Wave 08 (EPW08), will simulate Pacific countries being put into a Tsunami Warning situation requiring government decision-making. It is the second such exercise, with the first having been carried out in May 2006 during which the Philippines participated through relay of information and warning from PHIVOLCS to OCD and down to the pilot site Barangay Buhatan, Santo Domingo, AlbayProvince, where a mock barangay-wide evacuation was carried out .

The exercise will occur in two stages and will exemplify the process of relaying the tsunami warning. For the first stage, a destructive tsunami crossing the Pacific from an earthquake near Japan will be simulated. This will be relayed through a series of notifications and bulletins by the Japan’s Northwest Pacific Tsunami Advisory Center (NWPTAC) and the US Pacific Tsunami Warning Center (PTWC) to designated contact points for tsunami information issuance in each country, i.e. PHIVOLCS for the Philippines. PHIVOLCS will issue an appropriate advisory and bulletin to the OCD. For the second stage, OCD after simulating internal procedures will cascade the information to its regional offices and to the different affected provinces until the information reaches the participating coastal communities in identified municipalities.  

For this EPW08, PHIVOLCS, as tsunami warning focal point and OCD, as the national agency for response will concentrate in testing the flow of communication system from national down to provincial level. The exercise will be an opportunity to check the timing of information flow from the provincial down to the barangay level. A review and evaluation of procedures will be conducted in order to discuss how to improve further the current communication scheme.

“In 1960, the Great Chilean Earthquake generated a destructive Pacific-wide tsunami which reached the Philippines and reportedly claimed 24 lives. It is important that countries along the Pacific should be prepared for such events,” said Dr. Renato U. Solidum, Jr. Director PHIVOLCS-DOST. “This EPW08 is an opportunity for the national government to further test its existing inter-agency procedures in communication and will help identify the strengths and weaknesses in the current system.”

Contact persons:

Dr. Renato U. Solidum, Jr. Director, 426 14 68 loc 112

Dr. Bartolome C. Bautista, Deputy Director, PHIVOLCS, 426 14 68 loc 116

Mr. Ishmael C. Narag, OIC Seismological Observation and Earthquake Prediction Division, 426 14 68 loc 124

Ms. Mylene Villegas, Geologic Disaster Awareness and Preparedness Division, 426 14 68 loc 121

Oct 29, 2008

Bloomberg.com, US, Japan, Pacific countries to test tsunami warning system by Aaron Sheldrick. http://www.bloomberg.com/apps/news?pid=20601101&sid=a6M06Qw6Q_jQ&refer=japan

U.S., Japan, Pacific Countries to Test Tsunami Warning System 

By Aaron Sheldrick

Oct. 29 (Bloomberg) -- Japan, the U.S. and other nations around the Pacific Ocean will start two days of tests of a tsunami early warning system today, the United Nations said. 

Exercise Pacific Wave 08 is being held to evaluate how prepared countries around the Pacific are for dealing with tsunamis and to try to find weaknesses in the system, the UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization said. 

The Pacific Tsunami Warning Center based in Hawaii, has operated since 1946 in the region, which experiences more tsunamis than any other ocean. Early warning systems were developed in the world's other regions after the December 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami that left more than 220,000 people dead or missing in 12 countries. 

The exercise is being held in two stages and is based on a scenario where an earthquake off the coast of north Japan produces a Pacific-wide tsunami, UNESCO said. 

A mock warning from the center in Hawaii will be transmitted to national emergency authorities around the Pacific. Government officials will forward the message to local emergency organizations, simulating a real chain of events, it said. 

Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, the Cook Islands, Costa Rica, El Salvador, French Polynesia, New Caledonia, Nicaragua, Malaysia, New Zealand, Niue, Peru, Russia, Samoa, Singapore, South Korea, Thailand, the island of Yap, and the Federation of Micronesia are among countries taking part in the test. 

To contact the reporter for this story: Aaron Sheldrick in Tokyo at asheldrick@bloomberg.net. 

Last Updated: October 28, 2008 21:56 EDT

Australia

Press release:
Joint Australian Tsunami Warning Centre

http://www.bom.gov.au/announcements/tsunami/pacific_wave_exercise.shtml

Pacific Wave 08 Exercise

Australia will be participating in an international tsunami warning exercise on 29 October. The exercise is called Pacific Wave 08. The exercise is being coordinated by a Task Team of the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO.

The exercise will simulate tsunami warnings to Pacific countries following a fictitious 9.2 Richter scale earthquake off the northeast coast of Japan.

The exercise will run in real time over a 24 hour period from 11.00am EDT.

In Australia the exercise will provide an opportunity to test the dissemination of tsunami advisories (tsunami bulletins, watches and warnings) by the national authority, the Joint Australian Tsunami Warning Centre (JATWC), through to the state and territory disaster coordination centres of emergency management authorities. 

In Australia the exercise does not involve the public. There will be no simulations of community evacuations as part of this test.

Costa Rica

Costa Rica involved in drill testing tsunami warning

http://www.amcostarica.com/morenews.htm
San José, Costa Rica, Wednesday, Oct. 29, 2008, Vol. 8, No. 215
Special to A.M. Costa Rica

Costa Rica is among the Pacific Rim countries that are participating in the staged tsunami drill, “Exercise Pacific Wave 08.” The drill started Tuesday and involves two days of testing the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System, a network to promote the exchange of seismic and sea level data for rapid tsunami detection. 

With the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami disaster providing a stark reminder of the need for preparedness, the tsunami test will be the second of such exercises, the first conducted in May 2006, according to the United Nation's  Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission.

Countries are required to make decisions and take preliminary steps short of alerting the public, thus testing current warning systems and helping to identify operational strengths and weaknesses in each country, the U.N. said.

According to the scenario, a powerful earthquake located off Japan’s northeast coast generated the simulated major tsunami spreading in real time across the entire Pacific, taking 24 hours to reach the coast of South America.

During this activity, bulletins are being issued by the tsunami advisory and warning centers in Tokyo, Japan, and Hawaii and Alaska in the United States, and sent to focal points responsible for tsunami response in the countries concerned.

While in reality only a subset of countries would be affected by a real-life tsunami, all have been encouraged to take part in the drill as it is the Pacific region that is struck by the most frequent and destructive tsunamis, said the U.N..

Other participants in the tsunami drill include Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cook Islands, El Salvador, France (French Polynesia and New Caledonia), Nicaragua, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Niue, Peru, Russian Federation, Samoa, Singapore, Republic of Korea, Thailand, the United States, the island of Yap, and the Federation of Micronesia.

New Zealand 

 The Dominion Post, “No time for tsunami warning”, 29 October 2008, http://www.stuff.co.nz/print/4742418a23918.html  permission needed to copy

Pacific Magazine Tsunami Drill Warns Pacific Rim Countries Of ‘Quake’ Near Japan
http://www.pacificmagazine.net/news/2008/10/29/tsunami-drill-warns-pacific-rim-countries-of-quake-near-japan
Tsunami Drill Warns Pacific Rim Countries Of ‘Quake’ Near Japan

Wednesday: October 29, 2008 

 (UN News Center) 
A United Nations-initiated tsunami drill dubbed “Exercise Pacific Wave 08”  has started for Pacific Rim countries (from October 28) to test the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System.
The system set up by UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) established network to promote the exchange of seismic and sea level data for rapid tsunami detection. Some countries started their two day exercise yesterday, while the rest like the Cook Islands started today.

Participants in the tsunami drill include Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cook Islands, Costa Rica, El Salvador, France (French Polynesia and New Caledonia), Nicaragua, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Niue, Peru, Russian Federation, Samoa, Singapore, Republic of Korea, Thailand, the United States, the island of Yap, and the Federation of Micronesia.
With the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami disaster providing a stark reminder of the need for preparedness, the tsunami test is the second of such exercises, the first conducted in May 2006.
The countries will be required to make decisions and take preliminary steps short of alerting the public, thus testing current warning systems and helping to identify operational strengths and weaknesses in each country.
According to the scenario, a powerful earthquake located off Japan’s northeast coast generated the simulated major tsunami spreading in real time across the entire Pacific, taking 24 hours to reach the coast of South America.
During this activity, bulletins will be issued by the tsunami advisory and warning centres in Tokyo, Japan and Hawaii and Alaska in the United States, and sent to focal points responsible for tsunami response in the countries concerned.
While in reality only a subset of countries would be affected by a real-life tsunami, all have been encouraged to take part in the drill as it is the Pacific region that is struck by the most frequent and destructive tsunamis.
Following the 2004 tsunami, UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) helped countries of the Indian Ocean rim set up their own Tsunami Early Warning System (IOTWS), which was also followed by the creation of similar networks in the Caribbean, and the Mediterranean and Northeast Atlantic Ocean and connected seas.

Peru

Andean Air Mail and Peruvian Times
http://www.peruviantimes.com/peru-and-pacific-rim-countries-stage-unesco-sponsored-tsunami-warning-drill/
Peru and Pacific Rim countries stage UNESCO-sponsored tsunami warning drill

Environment, Feature, Natural Disasters - Posted on October, 29 at 3:47 pm

Peru, the U.S., Chile, China, and more than 15 other countries around the Pacific Rim will take part in “Exercise Pacific Wave 08,” a two-day pre-arranged tsunami scenario designed to test the UNESCO-established Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System, the UN reported.

Exercise Pacific Wave 08, planned for October 28-30, will simulate a tsunami warning situation, requiring participating countries to make decisions and take all of the preliminary steps short of alerting the public.

The drill’s aim is to evaluate the warning system, increase preparedness and improve coordination throughout the region. It will also help identify operational strengths and weaknesses in each country.

According to the scenario, a 9.2 magnitude earthquake located off Japan’s northeast coast will trigger a major tsunami. It will spread in real time across the entire Pacific, taking approximately 24 hours to travel from Japan to the west coast of South America and Peru.

During the drill, bulletins will be issued by the tsunami advisory and warning centres in Tokyo, Japan, Hawaii and Alaska, and sent to focal points responsible for tsunami response.

In Peru, the alert will be sent on Wednesday to the Peruvian Navy’s Hydrography and Navegation Unit. The Navy will then transmit the warning to various Peruvian ports and Civil Defense committees.

“The region of Callao will complement these activities with school workshops and the distribution of brochures in order to inform the local population about evacuation procedures,” said National Defense Police Chief, general David Llanos Rodríguez.

“While in reality only a subset of countries would be affected by a real-life tsunami,” the UN reports, “all have been encouraged to take part in the drill as it is the Pacific region that is struck by the most frequent and destructive tsunamis.”

The drill was recommended in October 2007 by member States attending the 22nd session of the Intergovernmental Coordination Group for the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System held in Guayaquil, Ecuador. The warning system was established by UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission in 1965, to promote exchange of seismic and sea level data for rapid tsunami detection.

“With the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami disaster providing a stark reminder of the need for preparedness,” reports the UN, “today’s tsunami test will be the second of such exercises.” The first was conducted in May 2006.

Following the December 26 tsunami in 2004, UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission helped countries of the Indian Ocean rim set up their own Tsunami Early Warning System, which was also followed by the creation of similar networks in the Caribbean, the Mediterranean and the Northeast Atlantic Ocean and connected seas.

Participating countries in this week’s exercise include Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cook Islands, Costa Rica, Ecuador, El Salvador, France, (French Polynesia and New Caledonia), Nicaragua, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Niue, Peru, Russian Federation, Samoa, Singapore, Republic of Korea, Thailand and the United States, the island of Yap, and the Federation of Micronesia.

Russia

Voice of Russia

http://ruvr.ru/main.php?lng=eng&q=34338&cid=47&p=29.10.2008
A message has been reported in the Pacific Ocean that a most powerful tsunami begins. This was a signal for the Pacific Wave-08 training exercises involving, besides Russia, over 20 other countries which took start today. Under the scenario a 10-meter-high wave, the result of a powerful earthquake near Japan’s coast, can hit the Kuril Islands, Kamchatka and the Sakhalin Island. In all countries having access to the Pacific Ocean training sessions began to check up communications channels and alarm systems in settlements.

29.10.2008
Solomon Times online, Pacific wide tsunami drill set for today http://www.solomontimes.com/news.aspx?nwID=2919
Pacific wide tsunami drill set for today 

Solomon Islands will join more than sixty-one other countries around the Pacific Rim as a participant in a mock tsunami scenario during 29 -30 October 2008. 

The purpose of this Pacific-wide exercise is to increase preparedness, evaluate response capabilities in each country and improve coordination throughout the region.
"The 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami brought to the attention of the world the urgent need to be more prepared for such events," said National Disaster Management Office Director Loti Yates. 
"This important exercise will test the current procedures of the Pacific Tsunami Warning System and help identify operational strengths and weaknesses in each country."
The exercise, titled Exercise Pacific Wave 08, EPW08, will simulate Pacific countries being put into a Tsunami Warning situation requiring government decision-making. It is the second such exercise with the first having been carried out in May 2006. The role-playing of the exercise will be taken to the step just prior to public notification.
The exercise will be divided into two stages. In the first stage, a destructive tsunami crossing the Pacific from an earthquake near Japan will be simulated by international notifications from Japan's Northwest Pacific Tsunami Advisory Centre, NWPTAC, the U.S. Pacific Tsunami Warning Centre, PTWC, and the U.S. West Coast and Alaska Tsunami Warning, WC/ATWC. Bulletins will be transmitted from these tsunami warning centers to focal points designated by each country that are responsible for that country's tsunami response.
In the second stage, conducted simultaneously in response to receipt of the international messages and any national tsunami detection, analysis, and forecasting capabilities, government officials will simulate decision-making and alerting procedures down to the last step before public notification. Notification of emergency management and responsible authorities for a single coastal community will be used as a measure of the end-to-end process of the entire country for purposes of this exercise. Due care will be taken to ensure the public is not inadvertently alarmed.
In Solomon Islands the agencies to involve in the exercise include Police, Mines and Energy, Meteorology, NGOs, the media, Police, Telekom, PFNet, National Referral hospital, Provinces and the public. 
Solomon Islands were also involved in a similar exercise in 2006 and experienced a major tsunami in the Western and Choiseul Provinces, April last year.
"In the last 80 years, Solomon Islands had 19 tsunami events most of which were small. From records produced by the seismological division of Mines and Energy, this means about one tsunami after every four years," said Mr. Yates.
Should any actual tsunami threat occur during the time period of the exercise, 28 - 30 October 2008, the drill will be terminated. Following the exercise, a review and evaluation will be conducted by all participants. "We see this exercise as an essential element in the routine maintenance of the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System," said Mr. Yates. "Our goal is to ensure a timely and effective early warning of tsunamis, educate communities at risk about safety preparedness, and improve our overall coordination. We will evaluate what works well, where improvements are needed, make necessary changes, and continue to practice," he added.
The exercise is in the Work Plan of the Intergovernmental Coordination Group of the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System, ICG/PTWS. ICG/PTWS is a body of the UNESCO's Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission.
USA Guam

Guam Pacific Daily News; GuamPDN.com: Tsunami alerts part of regional drill http://www.guampdn.com/article/20081029/NEWS01/81029034
Tsunami alerts part of regional drill

7:40 p.m. — Residents are advised that tsunami alerts that have been issued are a part of Pacific Wave 2008, a tsunami drill.
Pacific Wave 2008 is a Pacific-wide exercise based on a mock tsunami scenario. Guam Homeland Security and the Office of Civil Defense were participants. 
Local officials joined regional counterparts in coordinating tsunami emergency procedures and evacuation measures in response to a 9.2 earthquake off the coast of Japan.
For more information call 483-9600 or 687-9109.

Topix: http://www.topix.com/news/tsunami/2008/10/tsunami-alerts-part-of-regional-drill

[Tsunami]

8 hrs ago 
- Tsunami alerts part of regional drill

Pacific Wave 2008 is a Pacific-wide exercise based on a mock tsunami scenario. Guam Homeland Security and the Office of Civil Defense were participants

Other

News Blaze http://newsblaze.com/story/20081029091436tsop.nb/topstory.html

blogs

Pacific Rim Countries Stage UN-Initiated Tsunami Warning Drill

The staged tsunami drill, "Exercise Pacific Wave 08," will involve two days of testing the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System (PTWS) - a UN Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (<"http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=43761&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html">UNESCO) established network to promote the exchange of seismic and sea level data for rapid tsunami detection.

With the 2004 Indian Ocean tsunami disaster providing a stark reminder of the need for preparedness, today's tsunami test will be the second of such exercises, the first conducted in May 2006.

Member States will be required to make decisions and take preliminary steps short of alerting the public, thus testing current warning systems and helping to identify operational strengths and weaknesses in each country.

According to the scenario, a powerful earthquake located off Japan's northeast coast will generate the simulated major tsunami spreading in real time across the entire Pacific, taking 24 hours to reach the coast of South America.

During this activity, bulletins will be issued by the tsunami advisory and warning centres in Tokyo, Japan and Hawaii and Alaska in the United States, and sent to focal points responsible for tsunami response in the countries concerned.

While in reality only a subset of countries would be affected by a real-life tsunami, all have been encouraged to take part in the drill as it is the Pacific region that is struck by the most frequent and destructive tsunamis.

Participants in the tsunami drill include Canada, Chile, China, Colombia, Cook Islands, Costa Rica, El Salvador, France (French Polynesia and New Caledonia), Nicaragua, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand, Niue, Peru, Russian Federation, Samoa, Singapore, Republic of Korea, Thailand, the United States, the island of Yap, and the Federation of Micronesia.

Following the 2004 tsunami, UNESCO's Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) helped countries of the Indian Ocean rim set up their own Tsunami Early Warning System (IOTWS), which was also followed by the creation of similar networks in the Caribbean, and the Mediterranean and Northeast Atlantic Ocean and connected seas.

Source: United Nations

To comment on this story, email to comment@newsblaze.com
International Tsunami Warning Excercise Pacific Wave 2008 

Net traveler: http://www.tomw.net.au/blog/2008/10/international-tsunami-warning-excercise.html
An international exercise to test tsunami warning systems is currently taking place across the Pacific. Exercise Pacific Wave 08 is testing the distribution of tsunami advisories (bulletins, watches and warnings), by the international and national centres, including the Joint Australian Tsunami Warning Centre (JATWC).
The exercise scenario uses a fictional Tsunami from a magnitude 9.2 earthquake near Japan on October 29, 2008 at 0000UTC. There is a carefully scripted list of events scheduled at specific times in a detailed 132 page Exercise Pacific Wave 08

 HYPERLINK "http://ioc-unesco.org/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewDocumentRecord&docID=2433"  Technical Bulletin. The exercise materials are supposed to be marked "For Exercise Purposes Only" to distinguish them from real messages and if there is a major real event the exercise will be cancelled.
Pacific countries are being encouraged to exercise their own internal tsunami warning and emergency response procedures. While messages are issued by the international warning centres, it can take a long time for them to reach the population.

Dangerous Lack of Standardisation in Tsunami Message Format
While the exercise has been carefully planned, one problem with the warning systems remain: there is no standard international format for tsunami warning messages. The formats used for tsunami warnings predate the Internet and were designed for devices such as Teletype machines. As a result there are incompatibilities between the formats and Internet technology which could cause dangerous miscommunication. In addition there is no rigorously defined format for messages.
As an example the exercise document states that "All documentation and correspondence relating to this exercise is to be clearly identified as Exercise Pacific Wave 08 and For Exercise Purposes Only." However, only the first two of the supplied exercise messages include the text "Exercise Pacific Wave 08" and none of the messages include "For Exercise Purposes Only". Such imprecision can cause dangerous confusion, with the exercise messages being mistaken for real ones and real messages for exercises.
International tsunami authorities need to agree one standard format for tsunami messages which has a precisely defined format and wording and is compatible both with the Internet and backward compatible with older communication devices. Failure to do so could result in the loss of hundreds of thousands of lives.

The initial bulletin will be issued by the NWPTAC because the earthquake is located in the immediate vicinity of Japan. Initial bulletins from PTWC and WC/ATWC will follow, initially using the earthquake parameters from the NWPTAC. To avoid any possible misinterpretation, bulletins issued by the warning centers will be in a “dummy” exercise message format (Appendix I) that will refer participants to a specific scenario bulletin number in this exercise manual (in Appendices II – IV). Dummy messages will be issued for each simulated real message at the beginning of the exercise, but later PTWC and WC/ATWC dummy messages will be issued only once every four hours until the simulated tsunami has crossed the entire Pacific and the exercise concludes. ...

TSUNAMI BULLETIN NUMBER 001
PACIFIC TSUNAMI WARNING CENTER/NOAA/NWS
ISSUED AT 0010Z 29 OCT 2008
THIS BULLETIN APPLIES TO AREAS WITHIN AND BORDERING THE PACIFIC
OCEAN AND ADJACENT SEAS...EXCEPT ALASKA...BRITISH COLUMBIA...
WASHINGTON...OREGON AND CALIFORNIA.
... A TSUNAMI WARNING AND WATCH ARE IN EFFECT ...
A TSUNAMI WARNING IS IN EFFECT FOR
JAPAN / RUSSIA / MARCUS IS.
A TSUNAMI WATCH IS IN EFFECT FOR
N. MARIANAS / GUAM / WAKE IS. / CHINESE TAIPEI / TAIWAN / YAP /
PHILIPPINES / MARSHALL IS. / CHUUK / MIDWAY IS. / POHNPEI /
BELAU / KOSRAE / INDONESIA / PAPUA NEW GUINEA / HAWAII
FOR ALL OTHER AREAS COVERED BY THIS BULLETIN... IT IS FOR
INFORMATION ONLY AT THIS TIME.
THIS BULLETIN IS ISSUED AS ADVICE TO GOVERNMENT AGENCIES. ONLY
NATIONAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES HAVE THE AUTHORITY TO MAKE
DECISIONS REGARDING THE OFFICIAL STATE OF ALERT IN THEIR AREA AND
ANY ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN IN RESPONSE.
AN EARTHQUAKE HAS OCCURRED WITH THESE PRELIMINARY PARAMETERS
ORIGIN TIME - 0000Z 29 OCT 2008
COORDINATES - 40.0 NORTH 143.0 EAST
DEPTH - 33 KM
LOCATION - OFF EAST COAST OF HONSHU JAPAN
MAGNITUDE - 8.5
EVALUATION
IT IS NOT KNOWN THAT A TSUNAMI WAS GENERATED. THIS WARNING IS
BASED ONLY ON THE EARTHQUAKE EVALUATION. AN EARTHQUAKE OF THIS
SIZE HAS THE POTENTIAL TO GENERATE A DESTRUCTIVE TSUNAMI THAT CAN
STRIKE COASTLINES NEAR THE EPICENTER WITHIN MINUTES AND MORE
DISTANT COASTLINES WITHIN HOURS. AUTHORITIES SHOULD TAKE
APPROPRIATE ACTION IN RESPONSE TO THIS POSSIBILITY. THIS CENTER
WILL MONITOR SEA LEVEL DATA FROM GAUGES NEAR THE EARTHQUAKE TO
DETERMINE IF A TSUNAMI WAS GENERATED AND ESTIMATE THE SEVERITY OF
THE THREAT.
ESTIMATED INITIAL TSUNAMI WAVE ARRIVAL TIMES AT FORECAST POINTS
WITHIN THE WARNING AND WATCH AREAS ARE GIVEN BELOW. ACTUAL
ARRIVAL TIMES MAY DIFFER AND THE INITIAL WAVE MAY NOT BE THE
LARGEST. A TSUNAMI IS A SERIES OF WAVES AND THE TIME BETWEEN
SUCCESSIVE WAVES CAN BE FIVE MINUTES TO ONE HOUR.
LOCATION FORECAST POINT COORDINATES ARRIVAL TIME
-------------------------------- ------------ ------------
JAPAN HACHINOHE 40.5N 141.7E 0033Z 29 OCT
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KUSHIRO 42.9N 144.3E 0043Z 29 OCT
KATSUURA 35.0N 140.3E 0102Z 29 OCT
SHIMIZU 32.8N 133.0E 0225Z 29 OCT
OKINAWA 26.2N 127.8E 0319Z 29 OCT
RUSSIA URUP IS 46.1N 150.5E 0118Z 29 OCT
PETROPAVLOVSK K 53.2N 159.6E 0226Z 29 OCT
SEVERO KURILSK 50.8N 156.1E 0229Z 29 OCT
UST KAMCHATSK 56.1N 162.6E 0248Z 29 OCT
MEDNNY IS 54.7N 167.4E 0249Z 29 OCT
MARCUS IS. MARCUS IS. 24.3N 154.0E 0225Z 29 OCT
N. MARIANAS SAIPAN 15.3N 145.8E 0326Z 29 OCT
GUAM GUAM 13.4N 144.7E 0342Z 29 OCT
WAKE IS. WAKE IS. 19.3N 166.6E 0350Z 29 OCT
CHINESE TAIPEI HUALIEN 24.0N 121.7E 0403Z 29 OCT
TAITUNG 22.7N 121.2E 0407Z 29 OCT
CHILUNG 25.2N 121.8E 0430Z 29 OCT
KAOHSIUNG 22.5N 120.3E 0442Z 29 OCT
TAIWAN HUALIEN 24.0N 121.6E 0404Z 29 OCT
YAP YAP IS. 9.5N 138.1E 0417Z 29 OCT
PHILIPPINES PALANAN 17.1N 122.6E 0425Z 29 OCT
LAOAG 18.2N 120.5E 0445Z 29 OCT
SAN FERNANDO 16.7N 120.2E 0504Z 29 OCT
LEGASPI 13.2N 123.8E 0507Z 29 OCT
DAVAO 6.8N 125.7E 0521Z 29 OCT
ZAMBOANGA 6.9N 122.1E 0605Z 29 OCT
MARSHALL IS. ENIWETOK 11.4N 162.3E 0428Z 29 OCT
KWAJALEIN 8.7N 167.7E 0511Z 29 OCT
MAJURO 7.1N 171.4E 0540Z 29 OCT
CHUUK CHUUK IS. 7.4N 151.8E 0432Z 29 OCT
MIDWAY IS. MIDWAY IS. 28.2N 177.4W 0443Z 29 OCT
POHNPEI POHNPEI IS. 7.0N 158.2E 0444Z 29 OCT
BELAU MALAKAL 7.3N 134.5E 0446Z 29 OCT
KOSRAE KOSRAE IS. 5.5N 163.0E 0511Z 29 OCT
INDONESIA GEME 4.6N 126.8E 0519Z 29 OCT
BEREBERE 2.5N 128.7E 0529Z 29 OCT
WARSA 0.6S 135.8E 0545Z 29 OCT
MANOKWARI 0.8S 134.2E 0552Z 29 OCT
PATANI 0.4N 128.8E 0554Z 29 OCT
MANADO 1.6N 124.9E 0601Z 29 OCT
SORONG 0.8S 131.1E 0604Z 29 OCT
JAYAPURA 2.4S 140.8E 0607Z 29 OCT
PAPUA NEW GUINE KAVIENG 2.5S 150.7E 0556Z 29 OCT
MANUS IS. 2.0S 147.5E 0556Z 29 OCT
VANIMO 2.6S 141.3E 0607Z 29 OCT
BULLETINS WILL BE ISSUED HOURLY OR SOONER IF CONDITIONS WARRANT.
THE TSUNAMI WARNING AND WATCH WILL REMAIN IN EFFECT UNTIL
FURTHER NOTICE.
THE JAPAN METEOROLOGICAL AGENCY MAY ALSO ISSUE TSUNAMI MESSAGES
FOR THIS EVENT TO COUNTRIES IN THE NORTHWEST PACIFIC AND SOUTH
CHINA SEA REGION. IN CASE OF CONFLICTING INFORMATION... THE
MORE CONSERVATIVE INFORMATION SHOULD BE USED FOR SAFETY.
THE WEST COAST/ALASKA TSUNAMI WARNING CENTER WILL ISSUE PRODUCTS
FOR ALASKA...BRITISH COLUMBIA...WASHINGTON...OREGON...CALIFORNIA. ...
From: Exercise Pacific Wave 08

 HYPERLINK "http://ioc-unesco.org/index.php?option=com_oe&task=viewDocumentRecord&docID=2433"  Technical Bulliten, Commission océanographique intergouvernementale. Exercise Pacific Wave 08. A Pacific-wide Tsunami Warning and Communication Exercise Pacific, 28–30 October 2008. IOC Technical Series No. 82. Paris, UNESCO, 2008. (English)
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