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Recommendation ICG/PTWS-XXIII.2

PTWS EXERCISES

The Intergovernmental Coordination Group for the Pacific Tsunami Warning and Mitigation System,

Recognizing that the PTWS requires regular testing and review, 
Understanding that simulating scenarios and learning lessons from exercises is an effective way to improve preparedness,

Acknowledging the preliminary results of the Exercise Pacific Wave 08 (PACWAVE08) presented at the ICG/PTWS-XXIII meeting,

Realising that conducting the PACWAVE08 in real time allowed for better visualization of the tsunami propagation, and as a result, actions were taken, and

Noting that participating countries disseminated exercise information to emergency services for immediate actions, and

Noting that there were communications problems that arose in reaching the farthest islands within some island countries,

Recognising that the exercise was a good vehicle to publicize awareness of tsunami preparedness,

Recognizing the continuing challenges to and opportunities for more effective tsunami early warning demonstrated by PACWAVE08,

Recommends that a third end-to-end tsunami exercise be carried out during October 2010,

Encourages the conduct of separate regional exercises that take into account regional tsunami hazards as well as regional challenges and synergies regarding tsunami preparedness, warning and response.

Decides that a Task Team be formed under Working Group 2 with the following Terms of Reference:

(i) Review the PACWAVE08 evaluation report

(ii)
Identify lessons learned and develop recommendations based on the PACWAVE08 evaluation and submit recommendations to the PTWS Steering Committee

 (iii)
Design and carry out a third end-to-end Pacific-wide exercise with the following characteristics:

a.
The exercise will take place preferably in the fourth quarter of 2010

b.
The exercise scenario be a major tsunami originating in the central south Pacific (e.g., Tonga-Kermadec) to complement previous scenarios in other places

c.
The exercise date be finalized by the Task Team and the exercise announced to Member States at least 180 days in advance of the exercise date

d.
The exercise manual including instructions to Member States regarding their participation and the evaluation instrument be prepared with content and structure similar to what was prepared for the previous two Pacific-wide exercises, but taking into account lessons learned and any need to collect additional information
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e.
The exercise manual be distributed to Member States at least 90 days in advance of the exercise date

f.
Participating Member States be asked to complete and return the evaluation instrument no more than 90 days following the exercise

g.
The exercise be played out in real time

h.
The exercise be considered as a way to test new products from the international TWCs including graphical products

__________________________

Financial implications: None
